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Cup Printing 101. 
 
The minimum run on flexo presses is 50 000 units, however due to the fact that the ink 
used for flexo printing has a distinct odour it is only suitable for printing jobs with less 
than 40% ink coverage. 
 
When flexo is used for full coverage printing the ink odour becomes noticeable and 
sometimes overpowering which is why offset printing is preferred. Offset printing is a 
much more complicated process and requires a longer machine setup time and 
therefore the minimum run quantity is 100 000 units. 
  
Printing 101: An overview of the two printing processes 
  
The offset lithography process can be characterized as providing: 

·         Thin ink/film 
·         Low cost prep, high-cost production 
·         Plates are inexpensive 
·         Presses are expensive 
·         Many value-added processes are off-line and require staging and added 
materials handling or long set-up times 

  
The flexographic process can be characterized as providing: 
  

·         More ink laydown 
·         High-cost prepress 
·         Low-cost production 
·         Plates are resilient and reusable,changeovers are fast and there are many 
inline converting capabilities 
·         Lower cost presses 
·         Flexibility of multiple applications in-line 
·         Multi-substrate 

  
Flexo presses offer very fast changeovers, which makes sense for shorter runs 
 


